We are talking about a dead
man. That is creepy. But you
know what is really creepy?
That we have the cure to some-
thing sicker than cancer but
don’t give it out because we'd
rather hold it in our pockets.
That's creepy—and cruel, un-
usual, strange, weird—and

comimon.
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HE WOULD ASK YOU TO BREAK THE SILENCE

You hold the greatest message
of all time—the gospel. But if
the dead man could speak, he
would probably say with as
much passion as he could from
his decomposing body that
he had never heard of such a

thing.

If the dead man could speak,
he would ask you what was
so scary about stepping out of
what was politically correct
to tell him that someone died
for him, that someone loved
him. He would ask what was so
wrong with pursuing, express-
ing and sharing something
that could have saved his life
because he now sees there was

more to life than

what he
) could
see

then.

If the

dead man could
speak, he would prob-
ably look you in the face and
ask you why you never talked
to him. He would ask how you
could have walked into his life
and never spoken about this
love. If the dead man could
speak, he would probably ask
if you thought you were being
kind by lying to his face about
the future and never allowing
him the opportunity to choose
Christ.

Ifthe dead man could speak, he
would probably ask you if all
that money you saved for your-
self was worth it? Was it worth
denying a boy in Ukraine the
opportunity to hear that there
was a man who died for him
because a girl could never get
on a plane because you never
gave? If you think saving that
money was worth it, then tell it
to the face of a dead man. Tell it
to the face of a dead man who
never had a chance to experi-
ence life, heaven or eternity.
What were you saving that
money for? The design for
your casket?

We all die. Every great man
and woman dies. We live in a
very fallible world. We all will
die. That is just a fact of life.

But there is something bigger
than life. There is something
bigger than the physical, and
you had the answer the entire
time. You looked the dead man
in the face and said nothing.
Now, knowing that you could
have given him something far
greater than the cure to cancer
(not just prayer for physical
healing but also speaking an
eternal miracle into his life),
you wonder, What if [ had said
something? What if [ had bro-

ken the silence?

Maybe then the dead man's
speech would have been a little
different.
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Every morning at six, | wake
up with a hangover. | reme-
dy that with a swig of vodka
leftover from the night be-
fore, pick up some clothes
off the floor, get dressed,
and walk to the bus stop a
few blocks away. Then | wait
in the bitter Russian cold to
get to work.

| arrive at a job that | hate,
a job in which | perform the
bare minimum. My boss
screams at me, again, for
what | didn't finish the day
before. | dont respond. |
have to keep this job. The
economy here is just as
harsh as the winter. Every
day | walk down the street
and see the same thing-a
poorly clothed child with
her mom begging at local
shops. Plus | need the job to
buy my next bottle of booze.

Finally it arrives. Five o'clock.
I'm off the clock. I walk to the
nearby liquor store. | look
around as though | might
buy something different
this time but it's always the
same—Kvass and vodka-—
and | take my walk of shame
to the counter to pay.

fife is
eaningless

gpelilion.

Thirty minutes later I'm
home. | pour my first drink
and turn on the news. Like
every other day, the news
is the same-terrorist at-
tacks. Five hundred dead in
Pakistan, another thousand
in Afghanistan, and 100 in
some other country nearby.
Those poor people—dead
people. Sometimes | think
they have it better. They
have escaped the endless
routine, the endless cycle. |
could join them. | could end
it all here and now. It would
be so easy.

If I end it, what will | see?
Who will | meet? God? I'm
told | was baptized in the
church as a baby to “save
my soul.” Was that enough?
| don’t know. | don't feel like
my soul has much to save.
I'm a mess of endless, hope-
less repetition. The days are
filled with the same news,
the same tragedy, the same
pathetic life. God couldn’t
possibly be paying atten-
tion to what goes on down
here. And even if He is, He
wouldn’'t have time for me.
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1 oflm
“Valued and

Prized

I am the apple of my father's
eye. My mother and broth-
ers love me—one day | hope
to have a husband that loves
me, too. Sophisticated, ed-
ucated, modern—these
words describe me perfect-
ly. My connections and my
university degree landed
me a very good job with the
Sheik’'s family—and it pays
more than enough for my
favorite Chanel bracelets,
Godiva chocolates and Louis
Vuitton handbags. | have ev-
erything | need, every luxury
of life at my fingertips. | feel
safe, secure, and accom-
plished.

While | am certain of many
things in my life, my day
of judgment is one thing
I am not certain of. There
is just no way of knowing.
There is no certain answer
to the question of eternal
life. There is no assurance of
heaven. It is my Allah’s deci-
sion. He is transcendent and
unknowable. He is aloof,
set apart, and unreachable.
His greatness is far beyond

any thought | can have of
him. He knows all things but
cannot be known. He never
forgets and never makes a
mistake. If he wants me to
be holy, | will be holy.

I'm told and believe that it
will be well in the end if | live
my life with modesty and
practice good deeds. These
are the tasks ahead of me.
Beyond them, there is no
certainty because | cannot
tell what Allah thinks about
me. | just know he keeps a
tally of my good words and
my good deeds and at judg-
ment he will weigh them
all on a balance scale. If the
scale tips in my favor, Allah
will judge me rightly. | will
pass his judgment. If not... |
do not know how it will all
turn out.

It sounds harsh but as long
as the count is in my favor, |
should be okay. Yes, | should
be okay, and | will earn a
place in paradise after | die.
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ABIDE

“HE WHO
ABIDES IN
ME AND
1IN HIM

BEARS
MUCH
FRUIT; FOR
ME YOU
CAN DO
NOTHING.”

e
there are those who hav

WITHOUT

charted the course for us. Mary Slessor was a fire-filled Scottish redhead
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WEEK1(8/3-8/9)

Scripture Memorization
John 1:12 - “But to all who
did receive Him, who
believed in His name, He
gave theright to
become children of
God.”

Action

WEEK1(9/7-9/13)

Scripture Memorization
1Thessalonians 5:17 - “Pray
without ceasing.”

Action

Prayer is a conversation
with God-talking and
listening. Have a
conversation with God
each day this week!

Scripture Memorization
Colossians 4:3-4 - “Praying at the same
time for us as well, that God will open
up to us a door for the Word, so that
we may speak forth the mystery of
Christ, for which | have also been
imprisoned; that | may make it clear in
the way | ought to speak.”

Action

to your life. Write it down and pray
about opportunities to share this
meaning this week.

WEEK1(11/2-11/8)

Scripture Memorization

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 - “For |
delivered to you as of first
importance what | also received,
that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and
that He was buried, and that He

The truth of Jesus resurrection

WEEK 1(12/7-12/13)

Scripture Memorization

Acts 16:30-31 - “And after He
brought them out, he said, ‘Sirs,
what must | do to be saved? They
said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved, you and
your household.”

Action

The reality of the gospel is a gift
freely given to us through Jesus’
life. This week, make a point to
give this gift away.

WEEK 1(1/4-1/10)

Scripture Memorization
John 3:16 - “For God so loved
the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall
not perish, but have eternal
life.

Action

Each morning as you get
ready for school, think about
and pray about how great
God's love is for you. Truly, it is
the ultimate love story.

WEEK 2 (8/10 - 8/16)

Scripture Memorization
1Corinthians 3:16 - “Do
you not know that you
are a temple of God and
that the Spirit of God love.”
dwells in you?”

Ask God about what the gospel means

WEEK 2 (11/9-11/15)

Scripture Memorization

James 1:17 - “Every good thing
given and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from
the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or shifting

was raised on the third day shadow.”
according to the Scriptures.”
Action
Action Ask God to show you one

person He wants you to pray for Action

Action

(A
WEEK 2 (9/14- 9/20)

Scripture Memorization
Ephesians 6:18 - “With all
prayer and petition pray at all
times in the Spirit, and with
this in view, be on the alert
with all perseverance and
petition for all the saints.”

Action

Write down the name of one
person from school and pray
for them whenever you think
about or see them this month.

i) frE i Ll

WEEK 2 (10/12-10/18)

Scripture Memorization

John 3:36 - He who believes in the

Son has eternal life; but he who

does not obey the Son will not see

life, but the wrath of God abides
on him.”

Action
“He who believes” implies
complete belief in Jesus along

with obedience to Him. Every day
this week, ask God what He wants

you to do. Exercise your faith by
trusting and doing what He asks.

WEEK 2 (12/14-12/20)

Scripture Memorization
Proverbs 28:27 - “He who
gives to the poor will never
want, but he who shuts his
eyes will have many
curses.”

Action

Save up some money up
for agift and giveittoa
person in need. Ask God
about why you are doing
this. Let this be an overflow
of love from your heart.

WEEK 2 (1/11-1/17)

Scripture Memorization

John 3:17 - “For God did not
send the Son into the world to
Jjudge the world, but that the
world might be saved through
Him.”

Action

God's will is that no one should

live without Him, yet there are
so many people who do. You
have this truth. Ask yourself
and God what the purpose of
this is for your life.

WEEK 3 (8/17-8/23)

Scripture Memorization
John 15:9 - “Just as the

Father has loved Me, | have
also loved you; abide in My

Think of one person in your

WEEK 3 (11/16-11/22)

Scripture Memorization
1Thessalonians 5:16-18 -
Rejoice always; pray
without ceasing; in
everything give thanks;
for this is God's will for
you in Christ Jesus.

WEEK 4 (8/24-8/30) WEEK 5 (8/31- 9/6)

Scripture Memorization

1John 2:1 - "My little children, |
am writing these things to you
so that you may not sin. And if
anyone sins, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous.”

Scripture Memorization

1John 2:1b-2 - “And if anyone
sins, we have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and He Himself is the
propitiation for our sins; and not
for ours only, but also for those
of the whole world.”

Action

Action This week, be mindful of life who doesn't know Jesus Action Taléet)r:?ul: ﬂgtei Eﬂm:ﬂst WEE';
Each morning, ask God R et e i VAl and have a conversation Look up the word *advocate” et i
what He thinks about near He is to you. with God about him or her. anclwaite:sbout what this verse your school, your city and your
you and listen to His Ask God to begin to draw means to you based on that world. Think and ask God to
hi i definition. Keep your notes for make you an advocate for
response. this person to Him. next week! others who do not yet know
Him.

WEEK 3 (9/21-9/27) WEEK 4 (9/28-10/4)

Scripture Memorization

1Timothy 2:1-4 - “First of all, then, | urge
that entreaties and prayers, petitions and
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all
men, for kings and all who are in
authority, so that we may lead a tranquil
and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.
This is good and acceptable in the sight
of God our Savior, who desires all men to Action

be saved and to come to the knowledge This week, ask one person if
Sl thwinitix you can pray for them. Ask
Action God what He wants to say to
Your prayers can change the world. Look that person and then tell

up an ethnic group or country that does them.

not know Jesus and ask God to open a

door for the gospel to reach them.

Scripture Memorization
Colossians 4:2 - “Devote
yourselves to prayer, keeping
alert in it with an attitude of
thanksgiving.”

WEEK 4 (10/26-11/1)

Scripture Memorization
John 4:13-14 - Jesus answered and said
to her, "Everyone who drinks of this
water will thirst again; but whoever
drinks of the water that | will give him
shall never thirst; but the water that |
will give him will become in him a well
of water springing up to eternal life.” Action

Having faith in Jesus is the
only way to eternal life. You
have this truth. It's time to
share it. This week, find
someone you do not know
and share what Jesus has
donein your life.

Scripture Memorization

John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, “|
am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to
the Father but through Me.”

Action
There are people all around you who
have not heard our hope of eternal life.
Set aside a specific time every day (on
the way to school, during lunch, etc.) to
ask God for confidence to share about
that hope with someone.

WEEK 4 (11/23-11/29) WEEK 5 (11/30- 12/6)

Scripture Memorization

Isaiah 12:4-5 - “And in that day
you will say, ‘Give thanks to the
Lord, call on His name. Make
known His deeds among the
peoples; Make them remember
that His name is exalted. Praise
the Lord in song, for He has
done excellent things; Let this
be known throughout the
earth.”

Scripture
Memorization

John 15:13 - “Greater
love has no one than
this: to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends.”

Action
Tell the person you've Action

is more than a story. It is the " . This week, tell your family how
Truth. It allows you to be, walk {Mse;hertﬁou k:tow thzm or . Ask the pe_\rson yave been praying for how much you are tyhankful fos: what
and talk with Him throughout TIO%. TOr EHE negl es. Py for been praying for to share thankful you are for they do for you. Then, ask them
your day. Be mindful of this and them for them to know the love their story with you them if they want to give a Christmas
spend extravagant time with of God. . : ) present to someone at your
Him! Listen. school.

WEEK 3 (12/21-12/27) WEEK 4 (12/28-1/3)

Scripture Memorization

Isaiah 61:1 - “The Spirit of the Lord
God is upon me. Because the Lord
has anointed me to bring good
news to the afflicted; He has sent
me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to captives and
freedom to prisoners.”

Scripture Memorization

Romans 8:28 - “And we know
that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called
according to His purpose.”

Action

Reflect on your journey with God Action

over the last few months. Tell your Gather a group of friends to pray
family this week about He has for the Holy Spirit to give you

done in your life during this time. power to tell others about Jesus.
Let them know your love for The Holy Spirit makes a world of a

Jesus. difference as we share.

WEEK 3 (1/18-1/24) WEEK 4 (1/25-1/31)

Scripture Memorization

2 Corinthians 5:20 - “Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were making an appeal through us; we
beg you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God.”

Scripture Memorization
2 Corinthians 5:17 -
“Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creature;
the old things passed
away; behold, new things

have come.” Actigh

You represent the One True King. He

. has placed you here to influence this
Action world with His truth, This week, go to
Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-21. the mall and ask people if you can pray
Ask God to show you His for them. Listen for God's heart towards

purpose for making you them and tell them about Jesus.

“Scripture quotations taken from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960,1962,1¢
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WEEK1(2/1-2/7) WEEK 2 (2/8- 2/14) WEEK 3 (2/15- 2/21) WEEK 4 (2/22-2/28)

Scripture Memorization

2 Peter 3:9 - “The Lord is not slow
about His promise, as some count
slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing for any to perish
but for all to come to repentance.

Scripture Memorization
Hebrews 10:23 - “Let us hold fast
the confession of our hope
without wavering, for He who
promised is faithful.”

Scripture Memorization
Hebrews 10:24 (NIV) - “And let
us consider how we may spur
one another on toward love

4 and good deeds.”

Scripture Memorization
1Corinthians 1:18 - “For the
word of the cross is
foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of
Action God.”

Identify two people that you feel

like God wants you to pray for. Action

Write their names on a piece of Remember those two people
paper and put it next to your bed. from last week you prayed
Pray for them when you wake up for? Talk to them. Ask them
and when you go to bed each day what they think about Jesus.
this week.

Action Action

Give up something you love to
do for this week. Use that time
to talk with God about how
you can lead people towards
love and good deeds.

The Lord loves all people and
desires relationship with
everyone. Think about friendships
you can make that give you the
opportunity to show the love of

WEEK 1(3/1-3/7) WEEK 2 (3/8- 3/14) WEEK 3 (3/15-3/21) WEEK 4 (3/22- 3/28) WEEK 5 (3/29- 4/4)

Scripture Memorization
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 - “Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort,
who comforts us in all our
affliction so that we will be able
to comfort those who are in any

Scripture Memorization
Hebrews 4:15 - “For we do not
have a high priest who cannot
sympathize with our
weaknesses, but One who has
been tempted in all things as we
are, yet without sin.”

Scripture Memorization

Matthew 28:18-20 - "And Jesus
came up and spoke to them,
saying, ‘All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on
earth. Co therefore and make
disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy

Scripture Memorization

2 Corinthians 1:5 - “For just
as the sufferings of Christ
are ours in abundance, so
also our comfort is
abundant through Christ.”

Scripture Memorization
John 16:7 - "But | tell you the
truth, it is to your advantage
that | go away; for if | do not
go away, the Helper will not
come to you; but if 1 go, | will
send Him to you.”

affliction with the comfort with Action Spirit, teaching them to observe all
which we ourselves are Every person deserves to Action :‘n:tvlfﬁzr;;:aanﬁviggivmeingl?ﬁé
comforted by God. know that Jesus loves them. Jesus knows everything about endoftheage!”
g Be that love to the ones everyone. There are billions of Action
Action people who are waiting to know Action

Jesus is talking about the
Holy Spirit. Read the book of
Acts and ask for His Spirit to
be poured out to you.

Learn what it means to be in the who are hurting in your
Lord's presence. As you sit in school. Find someone who
God's presence, tell Him all the sits alone and befriend
things that bother you about them.

life. He loves to listen.

Jesus sent us on this mission.
There are people in your church or
youth group that may not know
this. Share your stories from this
past year with them.

that someone cares about

them. Go to Joshuaproject.net
or Operationworld.org to read
more about these people.

WEEK 1(4/5- 4/1) WEEK 2 (4/12- 4/18) WEEK 3 (4/19- 4/25) WEEK 4 (4/26-5/2)

Scripture Memorization

1 Corinthians 9:22-23 - “To the weak |
became weak, that | might win the
weak; | have become all things to all
men, so that | may by all means save

Scripture Memorization

Mark 12:30-31- “ ...and you shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your
mind, and with all your strength: The
second is this, You shall love your

Scripture Memorization

1Peter 2:9 - "But you are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for God's own
possession, so that you may

Scripture Memorization

2 Timothy 1:7 - “For God has
not given us a spirit of timidity,
but of power and love and
discipline.”

some. | do all things for the sake of the
gospel, so that | may become a fellow
partaker of it.”

Action

Continue to ask for the Holy Spirit to fill
you with His Spirit. Ask Him how to
pray this month.

WEEK 1(5/3-5/9)

WEEK 2 (5/10- 5/16)

neighbor as yourself: There is no other
commandment greater than these.”

Action

The most important thing you can ever
do for someone you love is tell them
about Jesus. Tell one of your closest
friends who does not know Jesus why
you follow Him.

WEEK 3 (5/17- 5/23)

Action
The Spirit of God is with you.
Let go of your fears and pray
for someone who is sick. The
Lord still heals people and

wants to use you!

WEEK 4 (5/24- 5/30)

proclaim the excellencies of Him
who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light.”

Action

Ask your friends about what they
think about the missions projects
you support. Tell them why we
must send resources to them.

WEEK 5 (5/31- 6/6)

Scripture Memorization
2 Corinthians 5:18-20 - "Now all these
things are from God, who reconciled
us to Himseilf through Christ and gave
us the ministry of reconciliation,
namely, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not
counting their trespasses against
them, and He has committed to us
the word of reconciliation.” Action

Our hearts should be mindful Action
Action and aware that God has given What keeps you from His
Embrace the phrase "the ministry of us truth to share with everyone 2 A
reconciliation.” Look up the word around the world. Find a map presence: Give that up

Scripture Memorization

Ephesians 2:10 - “For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared
beforehand so that we would walk in
them.”

Scripture Memorization

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 - “And
working together with Him, we
also urge you not to receive the
grace of God in vain- for He
says, “At the acceptable time |
listened to you, and on the day
of salvation | helped you.”

Scripture Memorization
Ephesians 2:18-19 - “For
through Him we both have
our access in one Spirit to
the Father. So then you are
no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow
Action citizens with the saints, and
God made you to be a light in a dark are of God's household.”
world. One way to be that lightis to

love those who are sometimes Action

overlooked. Coordinate a day with F
God!
your youth group to care for the You are a child of 5

Scripture Memorization
Deuteronomy 6:5 - “You
shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart
and with all your soul
and with all your might.”

“reconciliation” and think about it and pray for the leaders and for this week and take a homeless. Listen to the story of a EV‘?WO“E around you is
each time you eat. people of that country to have prayer walk around your homeless person and pray for him or waiting to know your

open ears for the gospel. her. Father. Tell them that they

neighborhood. too, can be His children.

WEEK1(6/7-6/13)

Scripture Memorization
Matthew 6:9-13 - “Pray, then, in this
way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom
come. Your will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
also have forgiven our debtors. And do
not lead us into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever.
Amen]”

Action

This prayer is a model for our prayers.
Jesus taught us to pray in this way. Ask
Him to show you what these words
mean to your life.

A/ L
WEEK 1(7/5-7/1)

Scripture Memorization

Matthew 5:11-12 - “Blessed are you
when people insult you and persecute
you, and falsely say all kinds of evil

against you because of Me. Rejoice and

be glad, for your reward in heaven is
great; for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were
before you.”

Action

Think about all the times you were
afraid of telling people about Jesus.
Jesus says that you are blessed when
people insult you. He also says your
reward in heaven is great.

WEEK 2 (6/14- 6/20)

Scripture Memorization

Romans 8:10-1 - “If Christ is in you,
though the body is dead because of
sin, yet the spirit is alive because of
righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells

in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from

the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through His Spirit who
dwells in you."

Action

This week, think about the power of
Jesus’ resurrection and pray for your
church to be empowered by His
resurrection life.

WEEK 2 (7/12-7/18)

Scripture Memorization

Matthew 9:37-38 - “Then He said
to His disciples, ‘The harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are few.
Therefore beseech the Lord of the
harvest to send out workers into
His harvest.”

Action

Jesus tells us that there are many
people ready for the gospel, but
not many who are telling them.
Pray for people who will go to the
ends of the earth for His Name.

962,1963,1968,1971,1972,1973,1975,1977,1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.”

WEEK 3 (6/21- 6/27)

Scripture Memorization
Romans 8:14-17 - “For all who are being led

by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

For you have not received a spirit of
slavery leading to fear again, but you have
received a spirit of adoption as sons by
which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father! The Spirit
Himself testifies with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, heirs also,
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if

indeed we suffer with Him so that we may

also be glorified with Him.”

Action
Be led by His Spirit in every way. Share a
story of what God has done this past
school year on The Human Right
Facebook page.

WEEK 3 (7/19- 7/25)

Scripture Memorization
Matthew 10:7-8 - “And as you go,
preach, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is at hand. Heal the sick,
raise the dead, cleanse the lepers,
cast out demons. Freely you
received, freely give.”

Action
His power is real for today. Find
someone with pain in their body.
Ask to pray for them. Tell them
about the One who heals.

WEEK 4 (6/28-7/4)

Scripture Memorization

Romans 8:34 - “Who is the one
who condemns? Christ Jesus is He
who died, yes, rather who was
raised, who is at the right hand of
God, who also intercedes for us.”

Action

Jesus is interceding for you right
now. He is for you, not against
you. Ask Him to be the center of
every conversation you have this
week.

WEEK 4 (7/26- 8/1)

Scripture Memorization

Mark 16:15-18 - “And He said to them, ‘Go
into all the world and preach the gospel to
all creation. He who has believed and has
been baptized shall be saved; but he who
has disbelieved shall be condemned.
These signs will accompany those who
have believed: in My name they will cast
out demons, they will speak with new
tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if
they drink any deadly poison, it will not
hurt them:; they will lay hands on the sick,
and they will recover.”

Action

Live your life believing God for the
impossible. Exercise your faith in the small
things to build strength for the greater
things.



NONE
OF
THEM
ARE

ENEMIES

He signhed the decree, and | went
straight to my room. | dropped
to my knees and looked out to-
wards Jerusalem. | thought about
the king, his men, and those lions,
and | realized none of them are
my enemies.

My greatest enemy is a voice in-
side me, saying, “Don't speak.
Don’t move.” But | won't be silent.
I won't retreat to fear. | can’t af-
ford to. Though my circumstanc-
es swirl around me and make the
voice louder, | will put myself into
the place of complete humility,
into the place of complete devo-
tion to God.

“You are the same God who deliv-
ered me from captivity and who
clothed me in royal robes and put
a gold chain around my neck. My
devotion to the true King out-
weighs all fear within me. And it
is for that reason, God, my heart
overflows with gratitude towards
you. | will not turn away from you,”
| declare.

Footsteps approach. My fellow
governors catch me praying and
giving thanks to my God. | broke
their law—-the law they knew |

would break—but | have no re-
grets. They lead me away as the
king searches for a loophole to
save me. None is found, and |
find myself sealed in tight for the
night.

My eyes adjust to the low light,
and | see the lions circle. | hear a
guttural noise from one, while a
few others bare their teeth. But
not one moves towards me. Then
| see the angel, and it’s clear: God
has intervened. | sit and wait and
watch these powerful animals
move around, unable to follow
their instincts. | look them in the
face, overcome by the boldness
looking back at me.

And suddenly | see myself in
these lions that boldly face the
world before them. The fear | had,
now gone. The voice inside, si-
lenced. There in the den of lions,
| once again thank God. He saw
me when | did not bend to my
circumstance or give way to my
fear. He saw me. He heard me.
And now He provides for me. He
makes a way for me to live anoth-
er day, to walk from this cave and
be His voice to this generation.
Inspired by the book of Daniel

23
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HISTORY OF
THE WORLD
ARE BEING

HAND THAT
WROTE THE
STORY OF
PHILIP THE
EVANGELIST.

As Saul's murderous per-
secution ' begins, Philip
leaves Jerusalem and finds
himself in the middle of
a revival in Samaria (Acts
8:1-8). The people heard
Philip preach and saw the
signs,and there was much
joy in the city. They be-
lieved the gospel and were
baptized. In your life, the
Spirit may place you in the
midst of a similar awaken-
ing where, like Philip, you
must refuse to trade the
altar for the stage. Some
of you will experience the
limelight and applause of

the crowds.

STAY HUM-
BLE AND RE-
MEMBER
WHO IS RE-
SPONSIBLE
FORYOUR
SUCCESS.

In Samaria Philip is enjoy-
ing the tangible presence
of God when he hears the
angel speak, and the angel
tells him to go to the des-
ert (Acts 8:26). Sometimes
destiny knocks at inconve-
nient times but God's pur-
pose is endless if we will

ABANDON

believe. You may become
the catalyst to someone
else’s dream. Philip set the
stage for Peter and John
to come to Samaria and
receive the credit. Philip
steps aside and allows Pe-
ter and John to place their
hands on believers to be
Spirit-baptized. What is
even greater than success
is God'’s trust in you to give
you influence to use for
someone else’'s dream. It
takes great faith to serve in
this capacity and seldom
be recognized.

BUT WHEN
WE AREN'T
CONCERNED
WITH WHO
GETSTHE
CREDIT,
THEREIS NO
LIMITTO
WHAT GOD
CANDO.

Philip left the stage in Sa-
maria and found his altar
in the middle of nowhere.
And it is there, in the des-
ert,that he hears the voice
of the Spirit (Acts 8:29).
The Spirit commands him
to go out and be near the
chariot where he finds the
Ethiopian eunuch, a lead-
er with immense wealth
and influence. He is re-
turning from a pilgrimage
to the Temple in Jerusa-
lem—a place laden with
Spirit-filled first-century
Christians—and has left
still not knowing Christ.
The Spirit fixes His gaze on
this seeker and uses Philip
to speak to him. The influ-
ential leader is convert-
ed and baptized. He will
become the first Gentile
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believer and according to
church tradition the fun-
nel for gospel expansion in

Africa.

Like Philip from Samaria,
God is luring this genera-
tion away from the crowds
for a fresh expression of
success and significance.
Some of you may hear the
Spirit speak in a word, an
image, a mental story or a
memory bringing you to-
ward something unique,
something distant and
something not quite defin-
able yet. This place is your
desert.

IF YOU ARE
FAITHFUL
WITH THE
CROWD LIKE
PHILIP WAS,
THEN GOD
MAY JUST
TRUST YOU
WITH “THE
ONE.” AND IN
THAT ONE,
GOD WILL
REDEFINE
WHAT SUC-
CESSISIN
ONE GENER-
ATION.

We must be content with
whateverlevel of influence
He gives us. It may look
differentin your life than it
doesanywhere else. That's
okay. Regardless of where
His voice takes you, there
is a conversation happen-
ing right now in Heaven
and your name is part of
it. God is summoning us
and the next generation to

hear His Spirit speak.
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Share the Grace

By Will Cleveland

Justice and rights are about getting what we deserve. But
noene deserves to get grace. Not me, not you, and not
thetinreaghed person who has never heard the gospel.
‘The whole point of grace is that you can’t do anything
good to earn it and nothing bad can to disqualify you
from it{Grace is God’s gift to freely offer. “The wages of
sin is death;but the free gift of God is eternal life through
Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:23): This means we have to be
Careftl when we talk about the injustice that 40 per-
cent of people today live with little or noaccess to the
good news of God's grace through Jesus Christ. Thatisa
great injustice. Butit's not just that sinners aren’t hear-
ing about Jesus, or even that God owes them grace. The
greatest injustice is that the people who have heard the
Good News are not sharing this it with everyone around
them. Do you wake up every day convinced that you are
a sinner, that “no one is righteous, not even one” (Ro-
mans 3:10)? Convinced that God has every right to give
us the payment, or “wages,” for our sin, and convinced
that something shockingly wonderful has happened in-
stead? Convinced that God put the payment for your sin
onto Jesus rather than you, and convinced that God did
this, not because of anything good you have done, but in
spite of the really terrible things you have done? Then
tell somebody about it! This is really good news! And
when you look especially for people in unreached plac-
es who have never heard the gospel,and you do whatev-
er it takes share the gospel with them, you help to prove
that God’'s grace isfree tothem regardless of where they
live. Nothing can make anyone deserve grace any more
or any less.
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I usually define injustice
as “when things don't
go my way.” A referee
makes a bad call against
my favorite team; a per-
son in the “seven items
or less” grocery line has
12 items; or a friend says
something hurtful be-
hind my back. In each of
these situations,my heart
cries out, “Injustice!”

The Bible invites us to
consider that injustice is
not simply what happens
when others don't live
as we desire. Injustice is
what happens when we
don't live as God desires.

In Genesis 3, the story of
a loving Creator is inter-
rupted by the rebellion of
His creation. Brokenness
invades the wholeness of
God’s creation and injus-
tice arrives on the scene.
Look at what happens in
just Genesis 3 and 4:

Adam turns on Eve:
the injustice of blame
shifting.

By David Hertweck

- They are forced to leave
the garden: the injustice
of exile.
- Cain kills Abel: the in-
justice of murder.
Lamech marries two
women: the injustice of
dehumanizing others.
- Lamech kills a young
man and brags about it:
the injustice of the strong
exploiting the weak.

Throughout the Old Tes-
tament there are many
stories of horrific injus-
tice. But hope appears:
God loves justice (Psalm
11:7),and He will do what-
ever necessary to retell
the story and reshape our
hearts. Injustice will not
have the final say. God
inserts Himself into the
story and Jesus announc-
es a Kingdom remark-
ably different than those
governed by power and
force.

Jesus gave the people
glimpses of the eventu-
al restoration of every-
thing through healings

and miracles. He shared
meals with outcasts, em-
bracing the ones reject-
ed by those in political
and religious power. But
how did Jesus ultimately
defeat injustice? He did
it by allowing Himself to
be swallowed up by both
injustice and justice.

On the cross, Jesus suf-
fered unthinkable
justice at the hands of
humankind and unavoid-
able justice at the hand
of God. What does that
mean?

in-

Jesus committed no
crime, but under the cov-
er of darkness and at the
hands of insecure politi-
cians and a riled-up mob,
Jesus endured unthink-
able injustice.

But Jesus also encoun-
tered the wunavoidable
justice of God. We could
not make ourselves right
(or just) before God. Jesus
provided the required
perfection with His life
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and the required pay-
ment with His death. On
the cross, the wrath of
God was justly poured
out on Him so that the
love of God could be just-
ly poured out on you and
me. Jesus suffered injus-
tice and took the blow of
justice that we deserved
sothatwe could be healed
and made whole—so that
we could be justified.

Yes, Jesus cares about
human rights and as
His people we should
declare hope into
hopeless situations and
demonstrate true justice.
But Jesus also cares about
“right” humans; He came
to make The Human
Right. The story has
changed and now we get
to live out that story. We
get to join the mission
of announcing that the
Kingdom has come and
i1s coming.
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JUST THINK, FOR 30 DAYS YOU'LL
KNOW EXACTLY WHAT TO WEAR.

MY ONE SHIRT IS A DECLARATIVE SYMBOL: | WILL NOT BE SILENT. | WILL ADVOCATE THE MESSAGE OF JESUS IN
MY COMMUNITY BY USING MY VOICE AND ABROAD BY MOBILIZING MISSIONARIES.
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GET STARTED.

1. GATHER YOUR GROUP. Take the 30-day challenge with your friends.

2. GET ONLINE @ THEHUMANRIGHT.ORG / SET A GOAL. Raise money for Speed The Light and mobilize those called to the places you
cannot go. / BUY THE SHIRT. Wear My One Shirt for 30 days. We didn't say you couldn’t wash it. / BUY THE JOURNAL. Go throuci the
Live Dead Journalfor 30 Days, as you learn to abide in Jesus.

3. START THE CONVERSATION. My One Shirt says “Silence is the Enemy of Truth.” This will be the conversation starter of a lifetime for 30
days straight.
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